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Strengthening the development of the green economy in Ethiopia

Despite the COVID19 limitations, the program staff has organized several meetings with the local stakeholders in all
the Woredas where
here Land Use Plans [LUPs] are developed
developed. Altogether 10 LUPs covering more than 57000
5
ha are
developed [33 in LiboKemekem, 2 in Ebinat and 5 in Adama Cluster].
]. The meetings were a good opportunity to
discuss the substance and formalize the endorsement of the developed LUP documents by the local key
stakeholders and agree with them on the next steps to be undertaken.
The following stakeholders took part in the working sessions, i.e.:
Woreda Administration Head.
Office of Agriculture Head.
Office of Agriculture NRM process owner.
Office
ffice of Rural Land Administration and Use Head.
Office of Water Resources Development Hea
Head.
Environment Protection and Sustainability Process Owner
Owner.
The main objective of these working sessions is to provide the local
stakeholders with targeted information about the program, with a
special focus on LUP working process/methodology; underline the
fact that the developed LUP documents is a result of propo
proposals and
expectations of local people/communities and stakeholders aiming at
improving the forest/land use and face forest landscape degradation
in their respective areas.
The working sessions were also an opportunity to discuss and clarify
that the developed LUPs are “long term plans”
plans”, and therefore their
concretization in the field needs a gradual implementation, a
continuous mobilization of the local stakeholders and diversification
of contributors and resources.
Concerning the role/tasks
asks of NFG
NFG-FLR program, it was
clarified for the local stakeholders that the program is
implementing specific interventions that are in line with
the program’s objectives specified in the “Results
Framework”, approved by the donor [[Royal Norwegian
Embassy in Addis Ababa]. Thus, the program will “just”
participate in initiating some restoration activities of the
degraded landscapes in the concerned Woredas through
developing detail plans for specific interventions, using
the developed LUPs as a basis. The FLR Program will
mainly focus on detail plans around the
established/selected Green Village
Villages. Hard and soft copies
of the developed LUPs are formally tr
transmitted to the
concerned stakeholders.

LUP transmitted
to the head
of Ebinat OoA

LUP Documents transmitted
to
o Adama Cluster Woredas’s
Woredas statkeholders

The working sessions were also an occasion to the participants to be informed about the new planning approach
applied by the program, i.e.: identification, mapping and development of bylaws of area enclosures in the Woredas.
A list of the identified and mapped area enclosure sites w
was also provided to the participants.
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The program has signed agreements
greements with 5 tree nurseries in different Woredas. All the nurseries are owned and
managed by the Woredas’ Office of Agriculture [OoA]. These nurseries are the optimum ones in the intervention
areas and having capacity to produce a big quantity of plant
planting materials [2
2 in Libo, 1 in Ebinat, 1 in Farta and 1in
Adama]. The plan was to produce 3.2 million seedlings to cover the needs for 2020 planting season.
The tree seedling production process is supported by
strengthening activities defined by the managers/owners
of the nurseries. The program is also providing the
nurseries with some basic equipments, tools, facilities and
demonstration practices aiming at improving the quality
of the production.
Most of the seedlings are demand
demand-driven. The concerned
Offices of Agriculture have assessed the needs [species
and quantities]. Most of the required seedlings are
introduced/exotic forest fast growing species. However,
the program has strongly recommended diversifying the
production and promoting some of the relevant
indigenous species. The process started late January 2020.
Unfortunately, the COVID-19
19 circumstances have hampered the
working progress in the nurseries, notably in terms of labour force
[because
because of the restrictions related to the mobilization of people
people]. In Demonstration practices to improve
the quality of the seedlings
addition, some of the seeds provided by AFE Seed Centre and also
through ORDA has poor germination rate
rate.
These constraints, added to the lack of appropriate management practices of the nursery workers/specialists, have
a negative impact on the quantity and the quality of the produced seedlings. As a result, by end June 2020, the
estimated quantity of the produced
uced seedlings, reaching their plantable size
size, is less than 1.8 million.

Seedlings achieved their plantable size
in Libokemkem tree nursery

Plantations in the Rib Dam
n Initiative with
Buffer Zone: An
Important Environmental and
Socioeconomic Impacts
The
program
has
strongly
recommended that the plantations
should be multi- culture [avoid
avoid
monoculture
and
promote
diversification] and should be
mainly
environmental-oriented
oriented.
The program will provide seedlings
from different tree nurseries
located in the area [Farta,
Farta, Ebinat
and Libokemkem] and cover all
related planting costs.

The program’s staff keeps direct contact with the OoA to supervise
the progress of the activity in all the nurseries. The production
process is accompanied by the identification of the beneficiaries and
the sites where the produced seedlings will be planted. In this
perspective, the program organized several working sessions with
the local stakeholders
rs to address recommendations and directives,
d
notably to give the priority for planting sites located in the buffer
zone of the “Rib” Dam [Farta and Ebinat Woredas] and the Green
Villages sites as well as their adjacent territories. For this purpose,
the program is mobilizing ORDA, AFE and Woreda’s OoA to join and
harmonize their efforts/actions to prepare the technical and
logistical issues related to the launch of the 2020 planting season in
an efficient manner.

Considering the value of the Rib Dam for the region, from both
environmental and socioeconomic features, and knowing the importance of
the buffer zone for the protection of the dam; the FLR Program,
Program together
with AFE and the key local stakeholders in Farta and Ebinat Woreda such
Zonal and Woreda Office of agriculture, have agreed to plant more than 140
ha of the dam’s buffer zone mixing relevant indigenous and exotic species.

Discussions with the farmers at
the Rib Dam Buffer Zone

FLR Program in Amhara/Ethiopia

The program keeps realizing activities related to the identification, mapping and development of bylaws of areas
enclosures in the program intervention areas through a fruitful cooperation with Amhara Design and Supervision
Work Enterprise [ADSWE]. As a result, by end June 2020, 9 plans covering more than 120,000 ha of areas
enclosures are developed, i.e.:
Farta, Ebinat and Libokemkem Woredas]: 5 plans covering 62,000 ha.
South Gonder area [Farta,
Adama Cluster area [Quarit,
Quarit, South Mecha, YY. Densa and Sekele Woredas]:
Woredas 4 plans covering 58,000 ha.
The development of bylaws is an important step in
restoring the planned areas enclosures. Thus, the
program managed to develop more than 380 bylaws
covering more than 61,000 ha
ha. All the bylaws are
approved by the local people/community and the
concerned stakeholders.
The program will systemise the information related to
these bylaws through selecting and conducting in some
of the program areas, relevant
vant activities requested by
the people/community affected by the areas enclosures
and in line with the program objectives. The follow up of
these tasks is of high importance to insure the
effectiveness and the sustainability of the activity.

Community Discussion
at Limado Debresina Kebele/Farta
Kebele
Woreda

The
he program keeps introducing and promoting relevant agricultural,
agro-forestry
forestry and other land use practices through implementing
small scale demonstration plots, accompagnied by on site parctical
training sessions for the farmers in the program areas.
The activity is organized through a joint action with the local
partners, notably Amhara Region Agriculture Research
Institut [ARARI] and ORDA. As a result, by end of June 2020,
ARARI has implemnted
the following demonstration
activities:
Demonstration of watermelon under small scale
irrigation:
rigation: a watermelon variety [[Crimson sweet] was
planted on 21 farmers’ fields and is being demonstrated to
the surrounding farmers in Libokemkem Woreda.
Demonstration of wheat production technology
packages: Two bread wheatt varieties [Taye and Dendea)
were planted with lime application on 10 farmers` fields in
Farta woreda and are being demonstrated to the
surrounding farmers.
Demonstration of faba bean stem and leaf gall disease
control: Faba bean variety [Wolki
Wolki] was planted in Farta and
Ebinat woredas on 43 farmers` fields to demonstrate the
effectiveness of bylaton fungicide in controlling the disease
to the surrounding farmers.
Demonstration of Potato technologies: Two potato
varieties (Belete and Gudenie) were planted on 10 farmers`
fields and are being demonstrated to the surrounding
farmers in Sekela woreda.
Demonstration of hybrid maize varieties: Three maize
varieties [BH-540, BH-546,
546, and BH
BH-549] were planted on 10
farmers` fields and are bieng demonstrated to the
surrounding farmers in Libokemkem woreda.
FLR Program in Amhara/Ethiopia

Taragedam Kebele, Libokemkem
watermelon demonstration plot

Due to COVID-19
COVID
restrictions/situation, the
capacity building/training activities in the program
areas are slowed down because of the difficulties
and constraints faced to mobilize/gather people.
Nevertheless, whenever there are possibilities and appropriate
ppropriate conditions, the program still organizing some
targeted training sessions, through applying the approach consisting in
n training the Kebeles’ Development Agents
[DAs] on FLR- related or demand-driven
driven topics
topics, to give them the opportunity afterwards
fterwards to conduct courses for the
farmers in their own Kebeles/villages.
In this course of action, the
he program has signed a MoU and
agreement for partnership with Woreta Agricultural
Technical Vocational Education and Training College
[WATVET]. The substance of the work to be realized by
WATVET for FLR Program
rogram is the development of training
materials and organization of training courses on specific
topics relevant for the Development Agents [DAs] and for
the Farmers in four [4] Woredas, i.e.: Ebinat, Libo
Libokemkem,
Farta and Quarit. Firstly the WATVET trainers/specialists
from
different
departments
[[agriculture, animal
production, animal health, NRM, irrigation, agroforestry,
Woreta Agricultural Technical Vocational
etc…] will develop the training materials for targeted topics
Education and Training College
related to land use practices relevant for the local context
context.
Then, when the COVID-19 situation will improve; the WATVET will organize training sessions for the DAs and
accompany them in conducting courses for the farmers in the program areas [in
in the above mentioned Woredas].
Woredas
As to capacity building, and based on MoU signed with Amhara Environmental, Forestry and Wildlife protection
Development Authority [AEFWPDA] and Bureau of Agriculture [BoA], the program provided targeted support to the
2 partners to capacitate some of their branch offices in the p
program
rogram areas with basic tools and equipments.

COVID-19
19
SITUATION!

The restrictions related to the COVID-19
COVID
pandemic has hampered the implementation of
some of the program’s field activities, notably
those requiring the gathering of people, e.g.
awareness creation, trainings of farmers,
development
of
bylaws
in
the
identified/mapped areas enclosures, etc.
However, the
he program keeps acting while
applying the rules and regulations put in place
by the local authorities. The priority is given to
planning and implementing
plementing activities that are
compatible with the COVID-19
19 restrictions but
allowing
promoting
the
program’s
objectives/activities.
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